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Circustancy

There's a city spun of cloth and light,

in a meadow outside town. Young
young hands and lead them to the gates.

and old both go there when they hear
A trumpet carries to the first

the first notes tuning. The old take
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Circustancy
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It only has one night to bloom before it wilts.

A red weed pushes through the thaw.
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Circustancy

watch her turn, see her spin.
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She chose her limb,
went out on it freely:

The air is thin in these parts.
The rope was tight, after all.

tumbles.

dizzy,

Look away, hold your
breath, she tumbles,
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Circustancy

Watch the toothless bears slow-dance in light chiffron circles. That's not a drop of heaven sky falling down their noses.
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Watch falling seeds and popping corn scatter the mice at your feet!
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Circustancy

10

Maneuvering acrobatic feats in and out of stamping feet-

Is that panic in the old boy's voice?
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Don't tell me you haven't seen it?

We need them to make the pacaderm dance.
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But your gaze has caused it to collapse.
It will not perform if you look it in the
eye. Cage the scene! We will henceforth
continue to not watch it dance. But have
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Ladies and gentlemen, may I direct your attention to
the evening's crown-jeweled elephant in the room?
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no fear, the lion will roar
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Circustancy

14

Far from the circus lights, quite out into the night: a field of of smiling fools, listening to the sky fall.
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It's the greatest show on Earth.
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